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demolish it. The emphasis on the finality of revelation
encouraged authoritarianism within Islam itself. The con-
servative and authoritarian tendency was still more marked
in Christianity. In a word, all the religions in India combined
to buttress the authoritarian structure of society. Those
who were brought up in such an atmosphere missed the silent
and unobtrusive changes in their surroundings. It was only
when the process was almost complete that they realised with
a shock the difference between the old order and the new.
There was another reason for the passivity of the tradi-
tional Indian outlook. Imperialism is incompatible with
the rejection of authority. In India the advent of a new
religion was accompanied by the establishment of a new
empire. In the earlier period, the rise and fall of Buddhism
and Brahmanism fluctuated with the fortunes of rival
imperial dynasties. In the Middle Ages, the spread of
Islam was accelerated by the establishment of Muslim
power in Delhi* In more recent times, Christianity has
followed in the wake of British domination of India.

When Islam or Christianity first came to India, neither
had a trace of military power attached to it. They, however,
became important only after the establishment of military
domination by their followers. This fact had the unfortu-
nate effect of confusing material and spiritual influences.
The inner meaning of Islam was hidden by the political
machinations of rival Muslim kings. Christianity tended
to be identified with the morality of the British ruling classes.
Religion thus became associated with an imperial regime
and no imperial regime can tolerate the growth of a critical
intellectual outlook. Education fashions the minds of
men and determines the temper of both individuals and
society. Both the imperial systems have therefore based
education upon the idea of unquestioning acceptance and
discouraged enquiry and criticism.

Recent years have seen a silent but profound alteration
in  this background. Scientific discoveries outmoded old